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chriStiAn fundAmentAliSm And 
JuSticiAr knightS: 
proof of the foolhardiness of ethnic profiling

by philip Baum

“We don’t face that kind of threat” is a common phrase 
in countries that are unrelated to the war on terror 
and is one uttered by individuals who misguidedly 

consider that the entire aviation security infrastructure is designed 
to combat islamic fundamentalist attacks alone. it was likely that 
many Norwegian citizens followed this line of thought....until 22nd 
July 2011.

that Friday afternoon, anders Behring Breivik, a good looking 
32-year-old man with typically Nordic features (of whom we have 
studio quality images, unlike the pixellated pictures of some of 
those who have attacked aviation in the past), detonated a 950kg 
homemade ammonium nitrate-based explosive device he had left in 
a rental van in the centre of oslo, close to governmental buildings. 
the attack was reminiscent of that perpetrated by timothy mcveigh 
in oklahoma City. in oslo, 8 people died. 

as if that wasn’t enough, Breivik then made his way to utoeya, 
an island around 30 kilometers from the capital, where a teenage 
summer camp was taking place; on arrival, dressed in police uniform 
to avoid suspicion, Breivik commenced what can only be called a 
massacre; armed with a semiautomatic 5.56 mm ruger mini-14 rifle 
and a 9 mm Glock pistol he simply started shooting the teenagers at 
close range. the police took some time to respond, partly because 
they were responding to the earlier bombing in oslo and partly as 
utoeya is fairly remote. a further 69 people were killed, the vast 
majority of school age.

22nd July 2011 became Norway’s 9/11, but with the key 
difference being that the perpetrator was not an islamist, but rather 
a Christian fundamentalist who allegedly felt that the immigration 
policies and multicultural stance of the Norwegian Labour Party 
were abhorrent. His targets were, therefore, government buildings 
and Labour Party youth (who were the attendees of the camp). He 
elected not to target the muslim community or its institutions as he 
felt that, were he to do so, he would simply generate sympathy for 
them; by attacking the Norwegian political establishment he could 
force the general public to consider whether multiculturalism is the 
right path to follow, whilst also making its supporters suffer for its 
policies to date. Breivik willingly surrendered in utoeya as his future 
trial was a key element of the plot – the part in which he could voice 
his racist rhetoric to a national, if not global, audience.

true the attacks were not against civil aviation. the reality is, 
however, that they could have been. and Breivik is not the only 
Christian fundamentalist who may be prepared to commit such 
atrocities. there may be both existing ‘followers’ of his extremist 
beliefs and those who may have been inspired by the attacks and 
who could perpetrate copycat incidents elsewhere. it is against this 
backdrop that aviation security practitioners need take note.

Breivik’s actions should exorcise the widely held belief in the western 
world that whilst “not every muslim is a terrorist, every terrorist attack 
is perpetrated by muslims”; in fact, we knew this was false before 
22nd July. according to a europol report (te-sat 2011) on european 
union terrorist trends, “in 2010, 249 terrorist attacks were reported in 
nine member states, while 611 individuals were arrested for terrorism 
related offences”, but of these “islamist terrorists carried out three 
attacks on eu territory. separatist groups, on the other hand, were 

responsible for 160 attacks, while left-wing and anarchist groups were 
responsible for 45 attacks. one single-issue attack was reported from 
Greece.” in other words, only 3 out of the 249 terrorist attacks that 
were perpetrated in 2010 within the eu were carried out by islamists.

Breivik had maintained a blog for many years and had drafted 
a document, reported as being his manifesto entitled “Document 
2083 – a european Declaration of independence” which, written in 
english under the pseudonym andrew Berwick, demonstrated not 
only his mindset but also the degree of preparation that commenced 
in 2002 and culminated in the events of 22nd July 2011. 

at first glance, it is easy to describe Breivik as a lunatic and dismiss 
the attacks in oslo and utoeya as being one-offs and unworthy of 
excessive scrutiny. this would be a huge error of judgement as if his 
writings are to be believed, there are at least seven other ‘Justiciar 
Knights’ of his ilk out there and potentially many more with the stated 
goal, in Breivik’s mein Kampf style of writing to free the “indigenous 
peoples of europe”, until they “are no longer threatened by cultural 
genocide, subject to cultural marxist/islamic tyranny or territorial or 
existential threats through islamic demographic warfare.” His writings 
indicate that a group of eight like-minded individuals (from France, 
Germany, Greece, russia, the Netherlands, two from the uK and 
Breivik himself), who had initiated contact with each other over the 
internet, met in person in London in 2002. He also says that there 
were interested parties from serbia (one had been his initial recruiter), 
Belgium, sweden and the usa who did not manage to attend. the 
meeting was the first formal gathering of the Pauperes Commilitones 
Christi templique solomonici (PCCts), otherwise known as Knights 
templar, where the activists are referred to as Justiciar Knights. 

the PCCts’ policies are blatantly racist and aim to de-islamicise 
europe and the western world. this is Klu Klux Klan 2011-style, 
disturbingly using attack modus operandi (homemade explosives at 
least, albeit not suicide missions) learned from the very people they 
wish to target. 

as we approach the tenth anniversary of the 11th september 
2001 terrorist attacks against the united states, we, in the aviation 
security community, must pause to consider how much progress 
we have made in the prevention of future attacks. our detection 
technologies have considerably improved, and the industry itself is 
finally looking to introduce some form of passenger differentiation 
at the screening checkpoint, but are we yet looking for intent? the 
intent not only of islamic fundamentalists who remain our primary 
concern boarding flights as passengers, but the intent of extremists 
of all colours and creeds who may be shipping goods, flying our 
aircraft, working airside at our airports and accessing the public 
areas of terminal buildings. Breivik, like mohammed atta, is yet 
the latest example of an educated individual, turned radicalised 
terrorist. and our system needs to identify them all.
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“...only 3 out of the 249 terrorist 
attacks that were perpetrated within 
the eu in 2010 were carried out by 
islamists...”


